TUMBLING  IN   THE   HAY
" Why not more ?" asked Friery the Coroner.
" Let us have precision at all costs."
The doctor opined that the lesion of one vessel
would be quite sufficient to cause death. It depended
on its size and situation, but, of course, in deference
to the Court, he would not rule out the possibility
of more than one vessel having given way.
" So I thought," said Friery the Coroner.
" In addition," the House-surgeon went on, " there
were internal abdominal injuries which would have
proved fatal had the subject rallied from the stroke."
" So he would have died in any case ?" said Friery
the Coroner, who wanted precision at all costs. " Can
you describe the internal injuries ?"
" The omentum and the intestines were torn, the
bladder was ruptured, there was haemorrhage and
extravasation------"
" You have heard that," said Friery the Coroner.
" The omentum was torn. I think that we may agree
that he would have died in any case," and he wrote
down the word " extravasation."
The jury began to whisper among themselves.
" Stop that muttering and speak up."
The foreman respectfully indicated that the corpse
had not been identified. Nobody knew who suffered
from the injuries described.
" I was coming to that," said Friery the Coroner.
But actually it was the Serjeant who came to his
aid. He winked portentously at the Coroner and
twisted his wrist, revealing a notebook.
^ " Proceed, Serjeant Murtagh." Then recollecting
himself: " That was the very first question I put, but
I received no reply. Proceed, if you please, Ser-
jeant."
" In answer to inquiries made on the spot," the
Serjeant proceeded, " I ascertained that the deceased
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